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Exterior Finishes
Stucco textures and decorative finishes including

dash, smooth, sand, lace, knockdown, and

architectural details like mouldings and quoins.

4 Expert Answers from Stucco IQ

ottawastucco.com/construction-brain

Ottawa Stucco — ottawastucco.com — Generated May 31, 2026



Table of Contents

1.  Can a knockdown stucco texture be used on Ottawa home exteriors?

2.  How do you achieve a smooth burnished stucco finish on a modern Ottawa home?

3.  What is a worm finish in stucco and how does it perform in Ottawa winters?

4.  How does stucco compare to Hardie board siding for durability in Ottawa's climate?

Ottawa Stucco — ottawastucco.com — Generated May 31, 2026



Q1

Can a knockdown stucco texture be used on Ottawa home exteriors?

Yes, knockdown texture can absolutely be used on Ottawa home exteriors, and it's actually one of the most

popular stucco finishes in the region. Knockdown provides an attractive, moderately textured surface that performs

well in Ottawa's harsh climate while offering good value and versatility for homeowners.

Understanding Knockdown Texture for Ottawa Exteriors

Knockdown texture is created by applying stucco material with a hopper gun or spray texture machine, then lightly

"knocking down" the peaks with a trowel or float before the material sets. This creates a subtle, organic texture

that's more refined than heavy aggregate finishes but more interesting than smooth stucco. The texture depth

typically ranges from 2 to 4 millimeters, which strikes an excellent balance for Ottawa's freeze-thaw conditions.

In Ottawa's extreme climate, knockdown texture offers several advantages over smoother finishes. The moderate

texture helps hide minor settling cracks that naturally occur during freeze-thaw cycles, reducing the need for

frequent touch-ups. The texture also sheds water more effectively than completely smooth surfaces, which is

crucial during Ottawa's ice storms and heavy spring runoff. The irregular surface breaks up ice formation patterns,

reducing the concentrated stress that can cause cracking.

Knockdown texture works well with all major stucco systems used in Ottawa — traditional three-coat cement

stucco, acrylic stucco, and EIFS applications. For traditional stucco, the knockdown is typically applied as part of

the finish coat. With acrylic systems, the texture can be integrated into the final colored coat. EIFS installations

often use knockdown in the acrylic finish layer over the reinforced base coat.

Expect to pay between $10 and $15 per square foot for traditional three-coat stucco with knockdown texture,

and $12 to $18 per square foot for acrylic stucco with knockdown finish. EIFS with knockdown texture typically

runs $14 to $24 per square foot depending on insulation thickness and system complexity. The texture application

adds approximately $1 to $2 per square foot compared to basic float finishes.

Ottawa's stucco season from May through October is ideal for knockdown texture application. The technique

requires consistent temperatures above 5°C for proper curing, and the spray application works best in low-wind

conditions. Many contractors prefer applying knockdown texture in morning hours when humidity is higher, as this

prevents the material from setting too quickly during hot summer days.

No building permit is typically required for re-stuccoing with knockdown texture on existing homes, though

heritage conservation districts like Centretown or Sandy Hill may have restrictions on texture changes. Always

check with the City of Ottawa if your property is in a heritage area.
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For your next steps, examine existing stucco homes in your neighbourhood to see knockdown texture examples in

person. Consider the maintenance requirements — knockdown holds paint well but requires elastomeric paint

specifically designed for textured stucco. When you're ready to move forward, browse experienced stucco

contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to get multiple quotes

and discuss texture options specific to your home's style and exposure conditions.

Q2

How do you achieve a smooth burnished stucco finish on a modern Ottawa
home?

A smooth burnished stucco finish creates an elegant, contemporary look that's perfect for modern Ottawa homes,

but achieving this premium finish requires precise technique and timing to handle our extreme climate conditions.

The Burnishing Process

Burnishing is a specialized troweling technique applied during the final stages of the finish coat application.

After applying the third coat of traditional stucco or the finish coat of acrylic stucco, the surface is worked with a

steel trowel in overlapping circular motions while the material reaches the proper consistency - typically 30 to 90

minutes after application, depending on temperature and humidity. The key is timing: too early and you'll drag the

material, too late and you won't achieve the smooth, polished surface.

The process involves multiple passes with increasing pressure. First, you float the surface level with a plastic float,

then begin light troweling with a clean steel trowel held at a shallow angle. As the stucco firms up, you apply more

pressure and work in tighter patterns, gradually burnishing the surface to a smooth, almost glass-like finish. In

Ottawa's variable climate, this timing window can shift dramatically - hot summer days may give you only 20

minutes to work, while cool spring mornings might extend your working time to two hours.

For modern homes in Ottawa, acrylic stucco systems often work better than traditional Portland cement for

achieving consistent burnished finishes. The polymer additives provide better workability and flexibility, which helps

prevent the hairline cracking that can mar a smooth finish during our freeze-thaw cycles. Expect to pay $12 to $18

per square foot for a professional burnished acrylic finish, compared to $10 to $16 for standard textured acrylic

stucco.

Climate timing is absolutely critical for burnished finishes in Ottawa. The work must be completed during stable

weather periods with temperatures consistently above 10°C and no rain forecast for 48 hours. Late spring through

early fall provides the best conditions. Wind can accelerate surface drying and make burnishing nearly impossible,
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so avoid windy days.

Professional application is strongly recommended for burnished finishes over 20 square feet. The technique

requires experience to read the material's consistency and maintain uniform appearance across large areas.

Browse stucco contractors experienced with contemporary finishes through the Ottawa Construction Network

directory to ensure your modern home gets the sophisticated finish it deserves.

Q3

What is a worm finish in stucco and how does it perform in Ottawa winters?

Worm finish is a distinctive stucco texture created by dragging a float or trowel through the wet finish coat

in continuous, winding patterns that resemble worm tracks. This texture is achieved by adding fine aggregate

to the finish coat and then using a plastic or wood float to create the characteristic squiggly lines across the surface.

The technique requires skill and timing to achieve consistent patterns, making it more expensive than smooth or

basic sand finishes.

Creating and Characteristics of Worm Finish

The worm finish texture is created during the final coat application when the stucco has reached the proper

consistency — not too wet that it slumps, but not so dry that it won't move with the float. Contractors typically add

silica sand or other fine aggregates to the finish mix to help create the texture and provide additional

surface area. The float is moved in continuous curved motions across the wall, creating the distinctive worm-like

patterns. The depth and prominence of the texture can be varied based on aggregate size and float technique.

This finish style became popular in Ottawa during the 1970s and 1980s, particularly on residential homes in areas

like Kanata, Nepean, and newer sections of Orleans. In Ottawa's market, worm finish stucco application

typically costs $12 to $18 per square foot, which is $2 to $4 more than smooth finishes due to the additional

labor and skill required.

Performance in Ottawa's Extreme Climate

Worm finish performs reasonably well in Ottawa winters, but the textured surface does present some

specific challenges. The raised ridges and valleys of the worm pattern create more surface area exposed to

freeze-thaw cycles, which can accelerate weathering compared to smoother finishes. However, the texture also

helps hide minor hairline cracks that inevitably develop in any stucco system exposed to Ottawa's 50+ annual

freeze-thaw cycles.
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The textured surface tends to collect more snow and ice, which can lead to longer periods of moisture contact

during spring melts. This makes proper drainage at the base of the wall and adequate roof overhangs even

more critical for worm finish stucco. The texture also holds dirt and organic matter more readily than smooth

finishes, potentially requiring more frequent cleaning to prevent staining and algae growth.

Maintenance and Repair Considerations

Painting worm finish stucco requires more paint due to the increased surface area — typically 15 to 20

percent more than smooth surfaces. Ottawa homeowners should budget $3,500 to $8,000 for painting a full home

with worm finish using quality elastomeric paint. The texture makes it challenging to achieve uniform paint

coverage, often requiring spray application followed by back-rolling.

Repairs to worm finish can be tricky because matching the exact texture pattern requires considerable skill. Small

crack repairs in worm finish stucco typically cost $15 to $25 per linear foot in Ottawa, compared to $8 to $15

for smooth finishes, due to the difficulty of blending the repair into the existing pattern.

The optimal time for any worm finish stucco work in Ottawa is May through September when temperatures

consistently stay above 5°C. If you're considering repairs or repainting your worm finish stucco, getting quotes in

early spring will give you the best selection of contractors and scheduling options. For professional assessment of

your worm finish stucco or to explore repair options, you can browse experienced contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.

Ottawa Stucco — ottawastucco.com — Generated May 31, 2026



Q4

How does stucco compare to Hardie board siding for durability in Ottawa's
climate?

Stucco offers superior longevity in Ottawa's harsh climate, but both materials can perform well when

properly installed and maintained.

In Ottawa's extreme continental climate with temperature swings exceeding 65 degrees Celsius annually, stucco

has a significant durability advantage over Hardie board siding. Traditional three-coat stucco systems typically

last 50 to 75 years in Ottawa when properly applied and maintained, while Hardie board generally requires

replacement after 30 to 50 years. The key difference lies in how each material handles our brutal freeze-thaw

cycles and thermal expansion.

Stucco's monolithic nature means fewer joints and seams where water can infiltrate compared to Hardie board's

panel system. Traditional Portland cement stucco is inherently breathable, allowing moisture vapor to escape while

resisting liquid water penetration. This breathability is crucial in Ottawa where interior humidity from heating

systems needs to escape through exterior walls. Acrylic stucco systems offer even better flexibility for our freeze-

thaw conditions, with polymer additives that help the material expand and contract without cracking.

Hardie board, while durable, faces challenges in Ottawa's climate. The fiber cement material itself handles

temperature extremes well, but the caulked joints between panels are vulnerable points. These sealant joints

typically need renewal every 8 to 12 years in Ottawa's UV-intense summers and freeze-thaw winters. Water

infiltration at failed joints can lead to substrate damage behind the siding. Additionally, Hardie board requires

repainting every 12 to 15 years to maintain its protective coating, while quality stucco finishes often go 20 to 25

years between paint cycles.

Cost-wise, stucco runs $8 to $16 per square foot installed depending on the system chosen, while Hardie

board typically costs $12 to $18 per square foot including trim and installation. However, stucco's longer

lifespan and lower maintenance requirements often make it more economical over the building's lifetime.

Both materials perform best when installed during Ottawa's building season from May through October. Neither

should be installed when temperatures drop below 5 degrees Celsius. Stucco requires sustained warmth for proper

curing, while Hardie board installation depends on caulking and paint systems that also need appropriate

temperatures.

For your specific situation, consider that stucco provides better thermal mass, which helps moderate interior

temperatures in our extreme climate. However, Hardie board offers more design flexibility with various textures and

easier color changes. Both require professional installation for optimal performance.
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I'd recommend getting quotes for both systems from experienced contractors. You can browse siding and stucco

specialists through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to compare options and

pricing for your specific project.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Stucco. It does not constitute professional advice.

Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any stucco, parging, or exterior

rendering project. Information is current as of May 31, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawastucco.com for the latest answers.
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